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obtained his doctorate in Economics from Cambridge 
University in 1992, and was a Rajawali fellow at Harvard 
University in 2014. He was the first holder of the 
Khazanah Nasional Chair of Regulatory Studies, and 
served as Dean of the Faculty of Economics and 
Administration, University of Malaya in 2009-2010 and 
2013-2014. He was a member of the GLOBELICS 
scientific board over the period 2012-2017, and an 
advisory member of the Industrial Development Research Centre, Zhejiang University 
(2010-2015), professorial fellow at UNU-MERIT, senior research fellow of the Technology 
Management and Development Centre at Oxford University. 

His policy-oriented work includes research in several countries in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. Among the major contributions he has made for the benefit of society include 
the conceptualization of technology, and its link to development, and methodologies 
designed to capture clustering, technological capabilities and industrial policies. In 
recognition of his competence the United Nations Conference for Trade and 
Development, United Nations Industrial Development Organization, World Bank, 
International Labour Organization, the World Intellectual Property Organization, United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, United Nations Development 
Programme, the Asian Development Bank and the Economic Research Institute for 
ASEAN and East Asia have commissioned the writing of several reports for guiding 
industrial policy in the developing economies. The UNDP appointed him in 2007-08 to 
evaluate the capacity of leading universities in Indonesia, Malaysia and India to support 
sustainable development among the developing economies. He was also one of the 
principal authors of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization’s (UNIDO) 
2009 flagship report, and one of the editors of the 2015 UNESCO Science Report. He 
has also led country technology and industrial reports for Cambodia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Viet Exports from Myanmar reached USD12.6 billion in 2015, which had 
expanded from an export value index of 100 in 2000 to 685.5 in 2015 (World Bank, 2017). 
The external balance of payments deficit in goods and services hit -10.0% in 2015. 
Nevertheless, integration into the world economy helped reduce the unemployment rate 
from 0.9% in 2000 to 0.8% in 2016 (World Bank, 2017). Industrial value added in GDP 
rose from 7.2% in 2000 to 20.7% in 2015, while agricultural value added fell from 57.2% 
in 2000 to 26.7% in 2015. These developments offer further justification for the selection 
of garments and agro-processing for a study on NEMs in Myanmar.y nam and Timor-
Leste. His research and policy work has produced over 300 publications in international 
journals and book publishers. 



While the prime focus of his research is on technology and international development, he 
has also worked extensively on foreign investment, human capital, public health and 
environment. He is the 2014 recipient of the Celso Furtado prize from the World Academy 
of Sciences for his seminal contributions in the field of social sciences.  

 


